WEEDS AND AUSTRALIAN AGRICULTURE
FACT:
[image: ]Weeds are invasive, have the capacity to displace native species and contribute to the degradation of the land as well as natural waterways. It is for these reasons that weeds therefore represent a massive threat to the Australian native environment and also primary industry.
Alpheius Global Enterprises has donated time and money to assist a number of private and government organisations in the reduction and potential elimination of weeds across the country.
WHAT YOU CAN DO:
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are many ways in which individuals can assist in the eradication of weeds. The very simplest way that you can assist is to be able to recognise weeds and then report them to your local agricultural agency or council. The early detection and eradication of weeds is a vital step in conquering the problem.
Another way to help is by learning how to become a responsible gardener. Simply removing weeds from your own garden before they develop seeds and then disposing of them responsibly can make a huge impact. Choosing the right plants in the first instance is very important – many gardeners are unaware that many of the species of plants that they are cultivating are able to spread voraciously using air currents to distribute the seeds. If you live near a bushland environment and the weeds from your garden are able to disperse into that area, you are unwittingly contributing to the problem. Many non-native grasses are able to do exactly that, and quickly establish themselves outside of the garden.
Disposing of your garden waste responsibly will assist greatly in controlling the spread of weeds.
Birds are another method of weed disposal – plants with berries, nuts or other fruit may attract the birds which eat and digest the seeds and eventually distribute them in new areas. It is important to prevent the weed plants from reaching the seed stage, thereby avoiding accidental dispersal by fauna.
Be careful not to bring exotic weeds into Australia from other countries. There are strict quarantine regulations to attempt to avoid this, as the effect can be devastating on the country’s primary industries. There are also quarantine regulations for bringing/taking plants across the borders into other states within Australia.
Don’t forget that the aquatic environments in your garden can also harbour weeds, which can have a devastating effect on local waterways, if they should be permitted to enter them.


INDENTIFYING WEEDS:
There are a number of tools that can assist you in identifying weeds. There are several sources online – these online databases contain exhaustive lists of weeds that may be found around the country and you are able to search the list using simple identifiers, such as flower colour, plant type or area found. You can also contact the Australian National Botanic Gardens, the Australian National Herbarium or the Centre for Plant Biodiversity Research for more information and assistance.
MANAGING WEEDS:

There are a number of methods to control weeds, but the most important part of the process is the initial removal of the pest. After this, continued vigilance is required to monitor the area for any recurrences. The different methods used include:
· Early detection
· Biological control (i.e. using natural enemies)
· Chemical control
· Cultural control (e.g. adjusting farming practices)
· Physical control
· Integrated management (i.e. using a combination of methods)
GRANTS & FUNDING:
AGE has provided grants and funding for a number of programmes aimed at the identification and elimination of noxious weeds. These are:
· The South-East Weed Eradication Programme
· Harris City Council Noxious Weed Action Plan
· Flint Island Weed Initiative
· The Plains Coalition Against Weeds
· Bennetts Peninsula Defeating Weed Programme
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